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" Seldwyia means in the oldet language a pleasant
and sunny spot, and such in fact was the little town
of this name which lies somewhere in Switzerland."
As some of the stories imply that Seldwyia was by
no means little, Keller in his genial touches of satire
was doubtless thinking mainly of his own native
town, Zurich. The scene of the stories is presented
to us as a modern Abdera or Schilda, towns which
had long been household words in German literature,
the one from Wieland's freshest novel, the other
from an old " Volksbuch " which Tieck had furbished
up anew in his early days. But the satire of these
two older writers is essentially of that rather self-
complacent eighteenth-century type, which takes its
stand on a firmly established code of right and wrong,
and is only too consciously aware of the line that
separates what is ridiculous from what is not; he
who runs has no difficulty in reading. Occasionally
Keller does fall into a blunt kind of irony that recalls
Wieland, as when he tells us *c the founder of the
town planted it a good half hour from a navigable
river as a plain sign that nothing was to come of it."
But his methods are, as a rule, finer, his persiflage is
more delicate. His Seldwylites he describes as
entirely good-natured and happy. The young people,
who are the peculiar glory of the town, employ others
to do their work for them, while they themselves
make the debts which are the real source of the town's
welfare and satisfaction. But this aristocracy of
youth drops out of the race at an age when the men
of other towns are only coming into their own, and
the young Seldwylite, if he has anything in him, goes
abroad and enters military service, to return in later
years as a drill-sergeant of young Switzerland.
The Seldwylite who stays at home, learns, as he grows
older, to put his hand to a thousand little things, which
fill out his time and keep body and soul together, but
otherwise lead to nothing. Politicians, too, these
people are in the grand style ; happiest when they are